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Rick Hirsch’s BIG OL’ BAND | Pocono Git-Down 
Spread among the small cities, college towns, and county seats of Pennsylvania 
is a community of great musicians—fantastic artists you may not know of who 
get together (often driving hours to meet) and make music that is every bit as 
creative and excellent as their big-city, big-name counterparts.


This isn’t specific to Pennsylvania—it’s like this all over. Regional jazz scenes are 
thriving beyond the fringes of major metro areas and throughout “flyover 
country.”


To celebrate this overlooked part of the jazz scene, Rick Hirsch called up 20 of 
his favorite small-town musician-friends and brought them to a world-class 
studio in the Pocono Mountains to make this record. Featured soloists include 
trombonist Jim McFalls, pianist Steve Rudolph, accordionist Alex Meixner, and 
saxophonists Greg Johnson and Pete Barenbregge.


Rick Hirsch is an award-winning jazz composer who began his career 
apprenticing with jazz icons Bob Mintzer and Toshiko Akiyoshi, serving as a 
personal music copyist for each. He has written music for jazz greats Yusef 
Lateef and Eddie Henderson, the Capitol Quartet, and the storied Penn State 
University Blue Band, to name a few. And he lives in the middle of Pennsylvania, 
a three-hour drive from the nearest big city.

	 

“A sensational big band recording that deserves serious attention–4.5 stars.” —All About Jazz 
“The band cooks and the charts are phenomenal.” —New England Public Radio 
“[Hirsch] has legitimized Michael Jackson’s The Way You Make Me Feel as a big band standard.” 
             —Cadence Magazine 

Release Date: January 5, 2017 

Track Listing 
1. Giddyup! 
2. Pocono Git-Down 
3. Tonight, We Tango 
4. Wonderful Tonight (Eric Clapton) 
5. The Old Chief’s Lookout 
6. Metroliner 
7. The Witching Hour 
8. Mambo Over the Mountain 
9. The Way You Make Me Feel (Michael Jackson)
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saxophones  Tim Powell, Kate Anderson, Greg 
Johnson, Pete BarenBregge, Oliver Fairley 
trumpets  Eddie Severn, Brent Turney, Dale Orris, 
Barry Long 
trombones  Jim McFalls, Dan Weiner, Jay Vonada, 
Wes Thompson 
rhythm  Steve Rudolph, Tim Breon, Jeff Beck, Kevin 
Lowe, Bob Velez 
guests  Alex Meixner (accordion), James Witherite 
(B-3, nord) 
composer-conductor  Rick Hirsch 
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